
GA STANDARDS 
 
The student will describe the impact of World War II on Georgia’s development economically, 
socially, and politically.  
 
In 1938, three years before World War II would grip the United States, President Franklin 
Roosevelt declared in the “Report on Economic Conditions of the South” that the region was 
“the Nation’s No. 1 economic problem.”1  During this period, the country was still feeling the 
effects of the Great Depression and the future seemed uncertain.  Georgians, like many of their 
fellow Southerners, were in particularly dire straits.  Within two years of FDR’s statement, the 
1940 census had recorded a median family income in Georgia that was just over half the national 
average.2 
 
According to Numan Bartley, one of Georgia’s preeminent historians, “the 320,000 or so 
Georgians who served in the armed forces during World War II found opportunities” through the 
various veterans programs that were lumped together as the G.I. Bill that offered opportunities 
for education as well as loans for home and land ownership.  On the home front, thousands of 
Georgians found employment in the flourishing shipyards of Savannah and Brunswick and in the 
munitions factories in Macon and Milledgeville or as civilian employees as thriving military 
bases.  World War II was, as Bartley noted, the main development that “fueled the state’s long-
awaited transformation into an urban, industrial, and diverse society.”3 
 
Not only did this transformation put more dollars in Southerner’s pockets, it also produced a 
skilled work force.  In the postwar era, many top corporations would build Southern offices and 
plants in order to take advantage of these new markets and talented labor pools in urban centers 
statewide.4 
 
a. Describe the impact of events leading up to American involvement in World War II; include 
Lend-Lease and the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  
 
Though other regions had experienced high rates of urbanization during the previous half 
century, the South remained predominantly rural and most Southerners lived a meager life as 
impoverished farmers.  The distinctive “Jim Crow” system of racial segregation throughout the 
South limited the rights of the region's large black population and confined African Americans to 
the lowest economic status and place in society.  In an effort to rescue the Southern economy, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal programs established a Federal commitment to the 
region’s welfare and set an investment precedent that would continue throughout World War II.  

                                                           

1 Numan V. Bartley, The New South:  1945-1980.  (Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 1995), xi. 
2 Thomas A. Scott, ed., Cornerstones of Georgia History:  Documents That Formed the State (Athens, GA:  The 
University of Georgia Press, 1995), 193. 
3 Numan V. Bartley, The Creation of Modern Georgia, 2nd ed.  (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1983), 
180. 
4 Thomas Allan  Scott, Cobb County, Georgia and the Origins of the Suburban South: A Twentieth-Century History 
(Marietta, GA: Cobb Landmarks and Historical Society, Inc., 2008), 180-181. 
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As the United States prepared for the coming conflict, the Federal government poured defense 
dollars into Southern states in the form of military installations and defense contractors.5 
 
World War II began on September 1, 1939, when Adolf Hitler, the Chancellor of Germany and 
leader of the Nazi Party, invaded Poland.  Two days later, France and Great Britain declared war 
on Germany due to this unprovoked act of aggression.  Europe quickly exploded into war with 
Denmark, Norway, France, and much of Western Europe falling into the hands of Hitler and the 
Nazis.6 
 
From 1939 and December 1941, there was no direct involvement by the United States in the 
European conflict.  The country did, however, send aid to many of its allies in Europe and Asia 
in the form of war materiel and other resources.  American citizens authorized the Federal 
government to participate in the Lend-Lease program that shipped airplanes, munitions, food, 
and other supplies to Great Britain, France, China, and the Soviet Union.  Since the United States 
did not wish to openly declare war on the Axis Powers of Germany, Italy, and Japan, the Lend 
Lease Act granted a degree of involvement to America by assisting the countries that were 
locked into the bitter struggle.  Georgians, like most Americans, desired to see an end to the 
oppression and tyranny that was occurring throughout much of Europe.  In fact, Congressional 
Representatives from seven Southern states, along a majority from the rest of the South, voted in 
favor of the Lend-Lease Act.7 
 
On December 7, 1941, the United States was drawn into the conflict that was igniting the rest of 
the world.  The United States Navy was nearly destroyed in a surprise Japanese attack at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii Territory.  The Japanese carrier fleet sent wave after wave of fighters, bombers, 
and torpedo bombers to prey upon the shocked and unprepared American servicemen stationed 
aboard Navy vessels and Army Air fields.  In one day, twelve United States ships were sunk or 
were beached, nine other vessels were damaged and more than 160 United States aircraft were 
destroyed with an additional 150 damaged.  When the smoke had cleared, more than 2,300 
Americans had been killed in this surprise attack.8 
 
The next day, President Roosevelt asked Congress to declare war on the Empire of Japan and 
within three days of this declaration, Congress declared war on Germany as well. 
 
b. Evaluate the importance of Bell Aircraft, military bases, the Savannah and Brunswick 
shipyards, Richard Russell, and Carl Vinson. 
 
World War II permanently altered the rural Georgia landscape and forever changed the lives of 
Georgians.  Factories within small towns and commercial hubs located in larger cities 
                                                           

5 “World War II in Georgia,” The New Georgia Encyclopedia.  
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3507 (accessed February 22, 2011). 
6 “Adolf Hitler,” BBC History, http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/people/adolf_hitler (accessed February 20, 2011). 
7 George Brown Tindall, The Emergence of the New South: 1913-1945.  (Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State 
University Press, 1967), 691. 
8 “Today in History – December 7,” The Library of Congress – American Memory. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/dec07.html (accessed February 12, 2011). 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3507
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/people/adolf_hitler
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/dec07.html
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experienced metamorphosis almost overnight into production industries that would aid the war 
effort.  The largest and most dramatic of these transformations was the small town of Marietta, 
the sleepy county seat of Cobb County located just north of Atlanta. 
 
Marietta had a prewar population of about 8,000 while Cobb County had approximately 38,000 
citizens altogether and relied upon a cotton economy that was characteristic of much of the South 
at the beginning of the 1940s.  Within four months of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the 
Bell Aircraft Corporation broke ground in Marietta on its newest production facility.  This 
massive plant would assist in the production and assembly of the most technologically-advanced 
bomber in the world, the Boeing Corporation’s B-29 Superfortress.9 
 
The facility was completed in a staggering 54 weeks and was 3.2 million square feet in 
dimension, roughly the size of sixty-three football fields.  The main building contained 
approximately 32,000 tons of steel as well as two parallel final assembly lines each a half-mile 
long.  Bell equipped the main manufacturing facilities with air conditioning, a recent innovation 
that could only be found in premier movie theaters at that time.  By the end of the war, the 
factory had produced 668 bombers and was the state’s single largest private employer during 
World War II, with more than 28,000 workers.10 
 
Private industry was not the only factor in the transformation of Georgia:  military bases dotted 
the countryside throughout the state.  Installations such as Columbus’ Fort Benning, the largest 
infantry training school in the world, and Naval Air Station Atlanta, which trained U.S. Navy 
and Marine Corps pilots, housed soldiers from all over the country.  Nearly 24,000 servicemen 
were brought in to work at Robins Field in Warner Robins, highlighting the fact that Georgia 
would figure prominently in the military’s effort to win the war.  While most military 
installations in the state were used for training and services, some bases were utilized for other 
purposes.  For example, Camp Gordon, known today as Fort Gordon, was set up for fifteen 
months as an internment camp for foreign prisoners of war.11 
 
The Savannah and Brunswick shipyards were also important during World War II since they 
were the sites of intense shipbuilding during the war years.  These two sites were chosen for 
emergency shipbuilding, along with fourteen other ports around the United States.  The ships 
constructed were called “liberty ships,” and they were capable of hauling thousands of tons of 
cargo across the Atlantic Ocean. 
 

                                                           

9  Joe Kirby, The Bell Bomber Plant (Charleston, SC:  Arcadia Publishing, 2008), 8, 11; Scott, Cornerstones, 193. 
10 Bartley, Modern Georgia, 202; Kirby, Bell Bomber, 7;  
11 “Fort Gordon,” The New Georgia Encyclopedia. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1321 
(accessed February 3, 2011); “Naval Air Station Atlanta,” The New Georgia Encyclopedia. 
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1326 (accessed February 2, 2011); “Robins Air Force 
Base,” The New Georgia Encyclopedia. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-847 (accessed 
February 2, 2011); “World War II In Georgia,” The New Georgia Encyclopedia.  
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3507 (accessed February 2, 2011). 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1321
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1326
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-847
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3507
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Brunswick was a vital location for the construction of these ships because it was located by a 
natural harbor at the meeting of three rivers.  This area had a long maritime history, beginning in 
the colonial days, when it was used as an exportation port of goods such as cotton. 
 
The company responsible for building the ships outside Savannah was the Southeastern 
Shipbuilding Corporation.  From 1942 to 1945, Southeastern Shipbuilding churned out 87 ships 
for the war effort.  In Brunswick, the shipbuilding contract was awarded to the J.A. Jones 
Construction Company and the 16,000 workers there built 99 ships, with 85 being liberty ships, 
in this same time period. 
 
There was a great deal of pride among the shipyard workers, since these efficient ships were 
built at a tremendous pace.  On average, it took 89 days to construct a single liberty ship.  Like 
many other war production factories across the nation, the shipyards in Georgia also hired a great 
number of women, as much of the male workforce was overseas.  Large numbers of African 
Americans were also employed, many of who organized into small labor unions. 
 
Richard B. Russell’s biography highlights his early political career and military affairs. Russell 
was on the rise to national prominence during WWII, after entering the senate in 1933. During 
WWII he led a special committee of five senators around the world to visit the war theaters and 
to report on the status of American troops and expanded his views on national defense during 
this time to include strategic international bases for ensuring security and maintaining world 
stability. 
 
Richard B. Russell Jr. was born November 2, 1897 in Winder, Georgia. In 1918, Russell 
graduated from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor of Laws degree. In 1920, his political 
career began when he was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives. A decade later he 
became Georgia’s governor. His most significant accomplishment was the reorganization of the 
state government by reducing the number of agencies from 102 to 17. In 1932, the death of a 
Georgia Senator opened the door for Russell to enter national politics. Russell announced his 
candidacy and would win the election. He entered the Senate as the youngest member during a 
troublesome time in the U.S. He soon would become heavily involved on several committees and 
administrations setup to help bring the country out of a depression.  In 1933 Russell was 
appointed to the Naval Affairs Committee, and he continued to serve when that committee and 
the Military Affairs Committee were reorganized in 1946 to form the Armed Services 
Committee. Russell served on the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, the Central Intelligence 
Agency's congressional oversight committee, and the Aeronautical and Space Sciences 
Committee, as well as on the Democratic Policy and Democratic Steering committees from their 
inceptions. After World War II (1941-45), Russell's seniority and strong committee assignments, 
following a congressional reorganization, placed him in key power positions both legislatively 
and politically. Russell devoted his life to public service. Russell died of complications from 
emphysema at Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C., on January 21, 1971. Today, his old 
office building is named the Richard Brevard Russell Senate Office Building; also named in his 
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honor are a nuclear-powered submarine, a federal courthouse in Atlanta, a state highway, a dam, 
and lake.12 
 
According to Secretary of State Dean Rusk, Richard Russell was the most powerful and 
influential man in Washington, D.C., for a period of about twenty years, second only to the 
president. Russell came for a prominent family. His father was a lawyer and involved in politics, 
he would follow in his footsteps. Russell entered the U.S. Senate in 1933 as the youngest 
member. Russell was appointed to the Naval Affairs Committee, and he continued to serve when 
that committee and the Military Affairs Committee were reorganized in 1946 to form the Armed 
Services Committee. Russell served on the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, the Central 
Intelligence Agency's congressional oversight committee, and the Aeronautical and Space 
Sciences Committee, as well as on the Democratic Policy and Democratic Steering committees 
from their inceptions. During World War II Russell led a special committee of five senators 
around the world to visit the war theaters and to report on the status of American troops. He 
expanded his views on national defense during this time to include strategic international bases 
for ensuring security and maintaining world stability. At the same time he did not abandon his 
isolationism, for he was not eager to place America in the role of world policeman. Neither 
Russell nor his father supported United Nations membership. Russell also had little faith in the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization as a peacekeeping force, and he was concerned that 
American-supplied arms to an allied country would fall into the hands of an aggressor. After 
1945 Russell agreed with very little American foreign policy. Specifically, he opposed large 
foreign-aid expenditures when they caused a budget deficit for defense. He believed America's 
best defense was a military power so strong that no other nation could challenge it successfully.   
 
From the time he entered Congress in 1914, Carl Vinson was an advocate for a strong United 
States Navy.  Known as the “father of the two ocean navy,” Vinson spent most of his political 
career convincing his fellow congressman on the importance of military in the twentieth century.  
Recognizing the growing threat in Europe, Vinson was integral in obtaining new budget 
expenditures for the United States Navy.  He served as chairman of the House Naval Affairs 
Committee and the House Armed Services Committee for a total of thirty years.  President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was receptive to Vinson’s message and agreed with his views on an 
increased American military.  Following World War II, Vinson continued to be a voice for the 
United States Armed Forces throughout the Cold War as well. 
 
c. Explain the impact of the Holocaust on Georgians. 
 
The Holocaust was a systematic approach to eliminating Jews during World War II in Europe by 
the Nazis, who were lead by Adolf Hitler. It is estimated that 6 million Jews were mass-
murdered during the war, though Hitler’s attempts to eliminate the Jewish race had begun before 
the war.  The Allied Powers did not originally believe such crimes had taking place, but they 
soon discovered the truth. Yet, once they learned of the mass murdering of Jews, they did not 
weaken their heavy immigration laws because they feared a large influx of immigrants.  
                                                           

12 Richard B. Russell (1897-1971).  The New Georgia Encyclopedia. 
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1391 (accessed February 22, 2011). 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1391
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The impact of the Holocaust on Georgians during World War II was minimal. However, Georgia 
did have a substantial and influential Jewish population, which had been a part of Georgia 
history since its founding in 1733.  Jewish citizens would continue to settle throughout Georgia 
over the next two centuries.13 
 
The Jewish population would grow and thrive tremendously in Atlanta. Having been steered 
away from farming by historical circumstances (for example, many of the governments in 
Europe imposed restrictions on their owning land), Jews across Georgia tended to gravitate 
toward nonagricultural work. Thus the history of Georgia's Jews finds most of them clustered in 
the more urban areas, especially Savannah and Atlanta; the latter has become the center of 
Georgia's largest Jewish population. One of the most historical buildings in Atlanta is the 
Hebrew Benevolent Congregation Synagogue which began construction in 1875. 
 
Some of the most notable Jews from Georgia during World War II were Jacob Rothschild and 
Harold Hirsch. Rothschild served as rabbi for the Hebrew Benevolent Congregation, Atlanta’s 
oldest and most prominent Jewish synagogue, also known as "the Temple." Throughout his 
rabbinate, Rothschild forged close relationships with members of the city's Christian clergy, 
helped to engineer Atlanta's moderate political consensus, and distinguished himself as a 
charismatic spokesperson for civil rights.14 In 1936, the Coca-Cola Company attorney Harold 
Hirsch helped reorganize Atlanta's Jewish social service agencies. The political climate in the 
United States and in Germany during the 1930s resulted in a switch in priorities to overseas 
relief. 15 
 
Currently, the Georgia Legislature acknowledges the Holocaust annually with a ceremony. Also, 
located in Atlanta are The William Breman Jewish Heritage & Holocaust Museum, Celebrating 
Jewish culture, embracing diversity, and promoting social justice.16 The Holocaust has left a 
lasting impact on Georgia and the Jewish heritage is celebrated throughout the state.   
 
d. Discuss President Roosevelt’s ties to Georgia including his visits to Warm Springs and his 
impact on the state. 
 
While Franklin Delano Roosevelt impacted the United States in numerous ways, Georgians 
certainly had a unique connection to their president. Roosevelt began frequently visiting the state 
soon after he was diagnosed with polio, although his visits occurred less frequently once the war 
began.  Twice a year he would journey to Warm Springs and enjoy swimming in the warm pools 
found there in order to strengthen his leg muscles.  As a sort of local celebrity, he became a part 
of Georgia’s history and many residents felt they had a connection with their president. These 
frequent visits allowed Roosevelt, a native New Yorker, to see the South as southerners saw it. 
                                                           

13 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3169&hl=y  
 
14 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Multimedia.jsp?id=m-2854  
 
15 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Multimedia.jsp?id=m-2848  
16 http://www.thebreman.org/  

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3169&hl=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Multimedia.jsp?id=m-2854
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Multimedia.jsp?id=m-2848
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He frequently toured the local countryside and spoke with many of the poor farmers about their 
problems. This personal connection helped form much of Roosevelt’s New Deal Strategy, 
particularly aimed at assisting farmers. 
 
President Roosevelt took office in one of the most uncertain times in American history.  Despite 
the considerable challenges facing him, he wasted no time in bringing relief to the victims of the 
Great Depression.  While his progressive politics drastically changed America’s economy, his 
strength of character and fortitude helped lead the nation through World War II.  While 
Georgians in general were against most of his New Deal policies, Roosevelt found most citizens 
of the state to be far more accepting of his wartime policies since he had previously proven to 
have their best interests at heart.  Many Georgia newspapers spoke often of Roosevelt’s day to 
day affairs and it was obvious that residents were very excited whenever the president came to 
visit.  During these regular visits, his “Little White House” quickly became a local landmark.  It 
was at this residence that FDR died from a brain hemorrhage in April 1945; following his death, 
the location became a national historic site.  Georgians mourned the loss of President Roosevelt, 
the man who had led them through the most severe economic crisis in history and helped speed 
America’s victory in the greatest war in history. 
 
President Roosevelt was a proven leader and though many Georgians had mixed opinions 
concerning his political philosophies, most Georgians saw him as a close friend. While the 
majority of Southerners were conservative, farmers were more tolerant of his liberal New Deal 
policies, because they saw these policies as an attempt to help improve their situation. It was 
something that the previous administration had not done for them. During wartime, Georgians 
along with the rest of the nation rallied around Roosevelt. He was seen as a dynamic president by 
numerous Georgians, and many were proud of the fact that he considered Georgia as a home 
away from home.  Even today, many residents view Franklin Delano Roosevelt as one of them 
and as an integral part of Georgia history. 
 
Scholarly Websites 
 
http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/ 
GeorgiaInfo is part of the Digital Library of Georgia and features an excellent, concise biography 
of Carl Vinson.  The website is a massive collection of online resources for anyone seeking 
information on the state of Georgia.  It contains a wealth of information concerning Georgia 
history, county and city statistics, maps, tourism and even professional sports teams.  The site 
also features numerous educator resources, including an extensive collection of photographs 
meant to assist with the teaching Georgia’s 8th Grade Performance Standards.  Alongside this 
original content, the site is full of external links to other websites with information pertinent to 
residents of Georgia. 
 
http://www.thebreman.org 
The William Bremen Jewish Heritage and Holocaust Museum in Atlanta celebrates and 
commemorates the Jewish experience and the universal themes of diversity and human dignity. 
This is accomplished by collecting, preserving, interpreting and teaching Jewish values, culture 
and history and is inspired by the dedication and courage of the Jewish people. As such, the 

http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/
http://www.thebreman.org/
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museum desires to have an impact on cultural behavior and promote mutual respect and 
understanding.  
 
http://www.thebreman.org/research-n-collections/index.html 
This is the Research and Collections page of the William Bremen Jewish Heritage and Holocaust 
Museum.  It is an excellent starting point for students seeking info on Jewish life in Georgia.   
The written documents of the collection can be keyword searched as well as the large collection 
of photographs and family genealogies. 
 
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/ 
The New Georgia Encyclopedia is an online resource funded by the Georgia Humanities Council 
that contains more than 2,000 articles as well as 6,200 photographs, video, and audio clips 
related to Georgia history.  This site should be the starting point for any student or teacher 
seeking to learn more about Georgia culture, politics and leaders from a trusted and reliable 
source.  Most entries contain some form of multimedia element and bibliographic citations for 
visitors who wish to know more about a specific entry. 
 
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/ 
The Digital Library of Georgia… see above. 
 
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/liberty_ships/ 
Ships for Liberty is a Digital Library of Georgia website with a collection of photographs that 
document Liberty Ship construction in Brunswick from 1943 to 1945.  The collection also 
includes christenings of ships along with launching ceremonies.  This website of photographs 
may be the only physical representation of what remains of the shipyards and their role in 
winning World War II. 
 
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/vanga/?Welcome 
The Vanishing Georgia photographic collection covers over a century of Georgia history.  The 
categories are broad enough and fairly easy to use so that users are not overwhelmed with 
thousands of photographs at once.  This website was particularly helpful for locating images of 
the Brunswick shipyards and FDR in Georgia. 
 
http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/ 
The Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum is a world-class destination for 
nearly everything related to FDR.  The website features the standard documents and photographs 
but also has an exceptional collection of searchable audio and video clips.  It even has sections 
designed for teachers and students that should facilitate better learning experiences for both 
groups. 
 
http://libguides.westga.edu/GeorgiaNewspapers 
This is a website set up by the University of West Georgia’s Ingram Library staff to assist 
students in locating and using Georgia newspapers.  An essential place to visit if you have any 
interest in searching The Atlanta Journal or The Atlanta Constitution as well as African 
American newspapers and even a few good local papers from the past century. 

http://www.thebreman.org/research-n-collections/index.html
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/liberty_ships/
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/vanga/?Welcome
http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/
http://libguides.westga.edu/GeorgiaNewspapers
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http://cdm.sos.state.ga.us/cdm4/lball.php 
The Lamar Q. Ball Photograph Collection:  “World War II in Georgia” from Georgia’s Virtual 
Vault states that “this collection consists of photographs collected by Lamar Q. Ball for his 
multivolume history of World War II in Georgia.  These photographs date from 1934 to 1945.”  
In terms of locating photographs on the Georgian home front during World War II, it does not 
get any sweeter than this.  The collection also features some photographs that highlight the 
various military bases in Georgia during this period. 
 
http://www.kennesaw.edu/history/BellProject.shtml 
The definitive online source for information on the Bell Bomber plant in Marietta is Dr. Tom 
Scott’s website which contains invaluable interview transcripts and photographs of both the 
construction and operation of the plant during World War II.  Perusing the photographs truly 
gives one the sense of size that this operation was and the workforce needed to accomplish it. 
 
 
Historic Sites 
 
Roosevelt’s Little White House Historic Site 
One of the most recognizable national historic sites in Georgia is the Little White House in 
Warm Springs. It was the site of the death of one of the most influential presidents in American 
History. FDR visited Warm Springs quite often during his life after he was inflicted with polio. 
He spent much of his time there attempting to regain the strength in his leg muscles. It was from 
here that he was able to tour the countryside and become familiar with the problems facing the 
rural south from the Depression. His struggle with polio, although unknown to most Americans, 
was a source of inner strength and compassion toward those struggling with similar physical 
conditions. He established the Roosevelt Warm Springs Rehabilitation Center and serves as an 
inspiration to the disabled. 
 
The Little White House would serve as an excellent site for a field trip for students studying both 
Georgia and American history. It is fairly accessible from the metro Atlanta area. It allows 
students to see the place where he died and where he spent much of his time rehabilitating. The 
Little White House gives Georgians a unique connection to Roosevelt. It can show students why 
he was an inspiration to Americans. In addition to the Little White House, students can view the 
Historic Pools Museum, The Walk of Flags and Stones, and The Memorial Fountain. The site is 
very inexpensive and can accommodate large groups. 
 
The Little White House has much educational value to students. It provides a tangible connection 
between them and history, and is easily accessible. It offers tax exemptions to school groups and 
is open throughout the week. The site is worth much consideration for Georgia public schools. 
 
Open 9AM-4:45PM daily 
Admission: 

 $5-$8 (plus tax)  

http://cdm.sos.state.ga.us/cdm4/lball.php
http://www.kennesaw.edu/history/BellProject.shtml
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 Group rates available for 15 or more with advance notice:  
- Adult Tour Rate - $6.00 (plus tax)  
- Youth Tour Rate - $5.00 (plus tax)  
- Child tour rate under 6 - $1.00 (plus tax)  
(Note: School Groups are tax exempt.)  

 Primary buildings are wheelchair accessible.  
 Secondary buildings have entry steps. All walkways are hard surfaced. 

 
 
The William Bremen Jewish Heritage and Holocaust Museum 
The William Breman Jewish Heritage and Holocaust Museum, located in Atlanta, contains 
exhibits displaying records and pictures of the Holocaust and of Jewish culture.  The operating 
hours are 10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Monday through Thursday, Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., and Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The admission fees are $12 for adults and $6 for 
students.  There is a group rate where the fee is $4 per student.   
The Holocaust exhibition displays pictures and personal documents from Holocaust survivors 
who later moved to Atlanta.  This exhibition, Absence of Humanity: The Holocaust Years (1933-
1945), shows the horrors of Nazi Germany and the persecution and extermination of the six 
million Jews during this period.  The museum also has the Weinburg Holocaust Education 
Center, which provides curriculum appropriate for middle school-aged students. 
 
This Breman Museum would be an educational experience for middle school students and 
teachers, especially if they are studying a Holocaust or World War II unit.  In addition to the 
exhibits, the museum can even arrange for a Holocaust survivor to speak to the students.  The 
students would see that the remembrance of the Holocaust is important, as well as understanding 
the Atlanta connection to the survivors. 
 
 
The Might Eighth Air Force Museum 
The Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum commemorates the Eighth Air Force Command, a 
squadron that performed missions in Europe during World War II.  It is located in Pooler, 
Georgia, which is just south of Savannah.  It is open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with the 
exception of major holidays.  The museum charges $10 for adults, $6 for active military 
personnel and children aged 6-12, and $9 for seniors. 
 
According to the museum website, the Eighth Air Force was the greatest group of air fighters 
during the war.  They were highly decorated but suffered over 47,000 casualties.  The exhibits 
display fighter planes used by this division and other relics from the war.  There is also a 
memorial to war veterans on the museum grounds, which include a garden and a chapel.  

 
It relates to the GPS because the museum is dedicated to U.S. involvement in World War II, and 
has a Georgia link because the 8th was activated in Savannah.  Teachers could benefit from 
visiting this museum because it would provide them with an example to show their classes how 
important the war effort was for the United States.  Students would benefit from visiting here 
because they would learn how big this division was and why it was important to defeat Nazi 
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